APPENDIX

RAFT

Role. What role(s) will the student assume as writer?
Audience. Choose an audience for writing.

Format. Specify format possibilities the writing will take (comic strip,
letter to editor, feature article, poem).

Topic. Define the topic, determine questions to be answered and point
to be made.
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RAFT Writing (Role, Audience, Format, Topic)

What Is RAFT Writing?
RAFT is an acronym used to describe four critical ingredients
of writing:

s Role of the writer

o Audience for the writing

¢ Format the writing will take
¢ Topic covered in the writing

When and Why Would | Use RAFT Writing with

My Students?

RAFT writing provides support in several critical areas of
strategic reading and writing. It provides a method for stu-
dents to think critically and creatively abour the content they
have studied; to make connections to events, people, and
places from their reading; to infer and predict from the text
clues; and to synthesize all their newly discovered information
into an imaginative piece of writing.

RAFT writing can be used in any content area after stu-
dents have read, viewed, and studied a concept or event.
Doug Buehl has a very comprehensive list of RAFT possibili-
ties for writing assignments in Classroom Strategies for
Interactive learning. RAFT writing can be used as a culmi-
nating writing assignment, for assessment purposes, or as a
segue into a related unit of study.

In the Classroom

In Christine Landaker’s social studies class, students used
RAFT writing to explore their knowledge of the Grea
Depression. Using the RAFT graphic, students generated pos-
sible roles they could take on as writers, who the audience
would be for their wriring, and the format their writing
would take, and defined the topical information they would
include (sce RAFT form in Appendix).

Each student chose a role, audience, format, and topic
from the class-generated list of possibilitics. The example in
the Figure is one student’s draft of her RAFT writing where
she has raken on the role of a news reporter writing for news-
paper readers who want to know abour the Depression. She
has chosen to write a feature article that will highlight life in
the Hoovervilles,
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